Research on Abū l-Hudā al-Ṣayyādī
Muḥammad b. Ḥasan Wādī al-Ṣayyādī, commonly known by his later eponym Abū l-Hudā, was born in 1850 into humble origins in the northern Syrian countryside. He forged a remarkable career in late Ottoman society and eventually became part of the entourage of Sultan Abdülhamid II (r. 1876 II (r. -1909 in the late 1870s. Abū l-Hudā was a shaykh of the Rifāʿiyya and he became the ṭarīqa's most prominent and influential figure in his time. Among other things, he secured exemption from military service for members of the larger Rifāʿī family in Syria and Iraq who could produce a testified nasab.2 During the 1880s and into the 1890s, he commanded considerable influence in Istanbul, although later his influence waned.3 He died shortly after the Young Turk coup d'état in 1909.
The ambiguous image of Ṣayyādī in historical scholarship is partly a reflection of the polarized stands his contemporaries took towards him. Often, he is described as a reactionary against the tanzimat-reforms and as an opponent of so-called Salafī thinkers of the late 19th and early 20th century.4 In addition, he is often mentioned as an important person in the context of Abdülhamid II's pan-Islamic policy. I have previously argued that Abū l-Hudā owed important career moves to his contacts with Tanzimat-reformers, and pointed to those he had with personalities who would later on become known as representatives
